
Literacy and Phonics at St. Joseph’s School 

Phonics 

In our school we use the Letters and Sounds Programme to teach phonics. Phonics is the sound 

linked to letters that helps make sense of the written word. Phonics is only one way of teaching 

children to read and we do use lots of other systems and strategies in our school.  

All children in St. Joseph’s School have a phonics lesson every day. They work in class or smaller 

groups where staff teach them the range pf sounds appropriate to the children’s age and stage of 

understanding.  

Letter and Sounds is organised into different phases and usually children in our school learn phases 2 

to 5. This covers aspects of sound recognition and reading including recognising single letters and 

the sounds associated with them and groups or patterns of letters such as spilt digraphs (a-e as in 

the word same) and digraphs and trigraphs – groups or pairs of letters which make one sound ( th as 

in think, igh as in night) 

Your child’s class teacher will be more than happy to discuss our phonics teaching and learning with 

you and how your child is doing in their phonics learning. 

English 

We expose children to lots of different aspects of english as we can in and out of school. English is 

the way we make sense of the written word. This includes reading and writing but also recognition 

of signs, symbols and writing in other subjects as well as specific English lesson.  

Writing is taught using several strategies such as counting words, listening to sounds in words and 

writing them and then once children have mastered early written forms, the use of noun phrases, 

presentation and language enrichment.  

Reading is taught from the outset using books in our school. Our main reading scheme is Oxford 

Reading Tree and the children quickly get to know and love the characters in the stories, especially 

Floppy the dog and Kipper the youngest member of the family. We also use Alpha Kids books which 

the children love to share. These are small and colourful and have a lot of repetitive words to help 

children make sense of letters and use their phonics in a meaningful way. 

We read and write in every subject including PE, maths and science. We aim to encourage a love of 

stories and books and have ‘Dream Time’ story sessions most days so that children get the chance to 

listen to stories and develop their own imagination. 

 


